
































































































THE MUSIC SALON: classical music, popular culture, philosophy and anything else that catches my fancy...
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Quotes


"I have been reading over your blog the past few months and I find it an absolute treasure, thank you Bryan for sharing your vast knowledge with us all!


--commentator Anonymous


"You are a teacher, a stimulating conversant, and an intellectual I find engaging because yours is not a formulaic or ideological approach, but rather combining contemplation with an unfinished and authentic quest for truth, and that in the human experiential rather than religious dogmatic sense."


--commentator Will


"Your blog is invaluable not just as a remarkable archive on musical subjects, but as a place where one can find genuinely interesting opinions on music, both from you and commenters."


--commentator Steven


"I always find plenty to disagree with on Bryan's blog but I always find it a stimulating place for discussion and I seem to learn something new every time I visit this site."


--commentator Anonymous


"Your "blog" is priceless to me and many others."


--commentator Archilochus


I am so thankful for obsessive thinkers and writers like yourself who give us something interesting and intellectually nourishing to chew on almost every day. And your discussions have clarified and expanded many of my views about art and music in particular.
Bravissimo!


--commentator Jives



Congratulations for running a comments section full of enlightening aesthetic debates.


--commentator Jack


Thanks for your devotion and hard work on this blog. It should be required reading for anyone with love of, or interest in, classical music.


--commentator David


Great writing here at the music salon by the way - I just found the site recently and have been really enjoying it. Within the last year, I've started exploring the western classical tradition and your writing here has been a recent springboard to so much good music!


--commentator Jon




"I've been reading your blog for nearly a year now, and as a college student new to the world of classical music I have to say it's been incredibly informative."


--Matthew Briehl


"This is the most consistently engaging and instructive music blog of which I am aware."
--Craig, culture blogger



"Your opinion of Thile's Bach is . . . outrageous."
-- a commentator
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Popular Posts


	







Top Ten Pieces for Classical Guitar

UPDATE: This post is now over four years old, but it has risen to be the most popular post on The Music Salon. So I have decided to update i...






	







Four Kinds of Chant

  St. Ambrose   We mostly think of chant, the unaccompanied vocal music of the Roman Catholic Church, as 'Gregorian' chant after Pop...






	







The Case of Vivaldi

UPDATE: This post has been particularly hit with a bad case of link-rot, so I am replacing all the original musical clips with new ones.   F...






	

Freak accident!

Yesterday I suffered a freak accident that will hamper blogging for a while. I was walking down the hill into town and was just passing over...






	







The Bach Chaconne

 UPDATE: As this post is getting a lot of attention, I have gone through and updated all the clips as my original choices all disappeared.  ...






	







The Uses of Silence

Music is, to a large extent, the organization of sounds and silence. Much of the time, with much music, the silence part of this is scarcely...






	







Debussy vs Ravel

I notice that my post on Bach vs Beethoven keeps attracting readers so that now it is one of the top ten posts. I should do my own list of m...






	







Beethoven: Symphony No. 9, third movement

The third movement, Adagio molto e cantabile , was always the one I found the most difficult to understand. I sensed that it was beautiful, ...






	

Guitar Wars

These stories about the raids on Gibson guitar factories are just weird. Confiscating ebony fingerboards because they didn't have the co...






	







Debussy -- "Voiles"

The discussion about the division of the octave into major thirds in Coltrane's "Giant Steps" got me thinking about other inst...
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About Me



	

Bryan Townsend


	Born in Alberta, Canada, grew up on Vancouver Island, lived a decade in Montreal, resident in Mexico since 1998. Degrees in music from McGill University in performance, post-graduate study in musicology. 
Catalogue includes a cycle of twelve songs, two suites for solo guitar, chamber music for violin, viola and guitar, two guitars and harpsichord and other combinations including three pieces for guitar orchestra published by Guitarissimo of Stockholm, Sweden.
Publications include two books of pedagogy for guitar, one on technique and the other on playing Bach, which included eight new transcriptions for guitar.
Four Pieces for Violin and Guitar were published by The Avondale Press in Vancouver. In April 2015 a new piece for violin and piano, "Chase" was premiered in a concert at Belles Artes in San Miguel de Allende, Gto. Mexico. In the 2021/2022 season there will be two premieres: the String Quartet 2 in Vancouver and an untitled piano piece in the Pro Musica series in San Miguel de Allende, Gto. Mexico.


View my complete profile
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